
  

  
A new Collingwood Centre for the Arts and 

Entertainment – we need your input. 
  

  

  

Will there be room for us all? 

 
Please invest 5 minutes to share your view on our new Performing Arts Centre. There is only one question, so 
it won't take long. 
 
We have an important question for you about the plan to build a world-class Arts, Culture, and Entertainment Centre in 
downtown Collingwood. Our Town Council has approved the plan in principle, but an important decision on the size of 
the Centre has yet to be made. 
 
Over the last 4 years, CACE (Collingwood Arts Culture & Entertainment) Group has been advocating to the Town 
Council for the need for a Performing Arts Centre. CACE has learned much about centres in other smaller towns and 
cities and has reached a conclusion on the size we believe is right for us. 
 
But before CACE goes back to Town Council with our recommendation, we want to know if you are in agreement with 
our support for a larger theatre. 
 
There are two sizes being considered: a 400-seat or a 600 - 800-seat theatre as the focal point of the full centre. 
 
For context, other smaller towns and cities: Stratford’s Festival Theatre has 1838 seats; The Avon Theatre has 1038; 
and The Tom Patterson Theatre has 600 seats; The Shaw at Niagara-on-the-Lake has 856 seats; St. Catharine’s has 
770 seats; Burlington 720; Brampton 870; Orillia 670; (over 100 years old). 
 
Please consider the benefits below for each of the two size options for our Centre because the seating size has a 
significant impact on the value and uses of the Arts Centre for our community. 
 
#1 Larger Theatre Benefits (600-800 seats) 

• In addition to local artists and groups, we will attract national and international performances with larger 
audiences and, consequently, higher revenues. 

• We will draw visitors to major events who will stay in local hotels, eat in our restaurants and shop in local 
stores. 

• With an adaptable seating design, we will provide a venue for many of both our smaller and larger cultural/arts 
organizations, like Georgian Triangle Life Long Learning (GTLLI), Theatre Collingwood, The Collingwood 
Cinema Club, Probus Clubs and the Collingwood Music Festival. 

• We will avoid direct competition with other small theatres such as Meaford Hall (330 seats), The Gayety (300 
seats), The Simcoe Street Theatre (100 seats) and the proposed Wasaga Theatre (300 seats). 

 
#2 Smaller Theatre Benefits (400 seats) 

• Provide a home for smaller local artists and groups. 

• Provide some economic value since the smaller theatre will attract local groups but not provide the economic 
value of the larger centre. 

• A smaller theatre will cost less to build, but the bottom line may suffer, given lower revenues from smaller 
audiences. 



• A smaller theatre will be an important addition to the community for the current population, but based on the 
forecasts for our growth, it will not meet the future needs of our fast-growing community. 

 
Given that arts centres are intended to serve their communities for 75+ years, CACE recommends that we 
invest in a larger 600-800-seat theatre. 
 
We would appreciate a response by March 1st. 
 
Please share your opinion:  

 


